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CENTRAL, CLIFTON AND HARBOURSIDE
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

11 OCTOBER 2016

Title: Environment Sub-Group Recommendations

Report author: Kurt James, Neighbourhood Partnership Coordinator.
Mike Lawlor, Neighbourhood Officer.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the Partnership considers the Environment Sub-Group 
recommendations contained within this report. 

2. That the CCH Neighbourhood Committee agrees to commit £58,000 of 
available Community Infrastructure Levy to fund the listed 
improvements to the Children’s Youth Network and the Station. 

3. That the CCH Neighbourhood Committee agrees to commit £20,000 of 
available Community Infrastructure Levy to fund graffiti removal and 
protection measures in the Bearpit and Bristol City Centre

Background

1. The CCH NP Environment Sub-Group was tasked with making 
recommendations on environment projects to be delivered from funds devolved 
to the Neighbourhood Partnership.

Context

2. As at 11 October 2016 the Central, Clifton and Harbourside Neighbourhood 
Committee is responsible for a devolved parks Section 106 funding budget of 
£568,266.97. £75,269.47 of this funding is uncommitted and available to 
support project delivery.

3. As of 11 October 2016 the Central, Clifton and Harbourside Neighbourhood 
Committee is responsible for a Community Infrastructure Levy budget of 
£754,272.42. £334,281.26 of this funding is uncommitted and available to 
support project delivery.

4. The devolution of Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy funds means 
the CCH Neighbourhood Committee comprised of the six councillors for the 
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wards of Cabot, Clifton and Clifton East has the delegated legal responsibility 
for making decisions on these funds on behalf of Bristol City Council.

Proposals

Children’s Youth Network and The Station. 

On 17 November 2015 CCH received a funding proposal from the Children’s Youth 
Network (CYN).

CYN own and are continuing the process of developing what is known as the 
Bridewell Island Site as a centre for young people from across the City of Bristol.

The purchase of the Old Bridewell Police Station and the Victorian Magistrates 
Courts has meant that with the Station we now have over 80,000 square feet of 
space available for use. The buildings surround a central courtyard which is 
gradually becoming an urban oasis for young people in the heart of the City.

The cost of fully restoring and converting the Old Bridewell Police Station and 
Magistrates Court has been estimated to be between £7 and £8m which CYN hope 
to raise over the next five years.

CYN asked for the following to be funded:

Art work for the exterior of the Station and for the courtyard - £25,000.

 Set up a project with local artists from Artspace LifeSpace working with young 
people from across the City to create a range of artwork which would be used 
to decorate the outside of the building and the courtyard.

Sustainability works to Bridewell Island - £26,000

 To fund smaller scale works which would allow us to safely open up more of 
the space into productive use. The schedule of work includes improvements to 
the 24,000 square feet in the Old Bridewell Police Station and 25,000 square 
feet in the Victorian Magistrates Courts.

Upgrading Technical equipment for the main performance space in the Station - 
£32,000

 To fund a new projector and sound equipment for the main hall – £32,000.

The ESG reviewed the CYN proposals in November 2015 and February 2016 and 
asked CYN to answer the following questions for clarification:
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 Usage statistics for the Station clearly stating the number of young people 
from the CCCE NP area who use the Station;

 The status and ownership of the Station and the Creative Youth Network, and 
its accountability structures;

 The environmental sustainability of the Station including an itemised and 
costed breakdown of the proposed sustainability works and who will benefit 
from these works;

 An itemised and costed breakdown of the proposed performance space 
upgrade and who will benefit from these works.

CYN answered these questions which are appended to this report. The ESG were 
invited to the Station and toured the site, met the staff, members of the board and 
young people on 8 July 2016.

The ESG met on 7 September 2016 and made the following recommendations on 
the project:

 That the funding for the artwork be rejected due to the historic importance of 
the building’s architecture;

 That the funding for the sustainability works be approved in principle subject to 
a cost breakdown of the individual components of work;

 That the funding for the technical equipment upgrade be approved;

The total agreed funding including the in principle recommendation is £58000. 

Graffiti Removal Project for Bearpit and City Centre

There is recognition within the city, BCC, the police, business, residents and visitors 
to the city that parts of Bristol suffer from significant graffiti blight. This is true of the 
Bearpit (BP) which sits at the heart of St James; Roundabout. This area has 
suffered from significant amounts of antisocial behaviour often related to street 
drinking, drug taking and homelessness.

The BP has been the recipient of strategic and partnership section 106 funding 
which was used by BCC to make physical improvements to the highway and 
footway inside and around the outside of the BP.  This investment is mostly 
concluded, with only the final stages of planting to be finished.

BCC has licenced the Bearpit Improvement Group to manage trading, 
improvements to the green spaces, events, and the curation of art in the space.

Levels of antisocial behaviour in the BP reached their height just under one year ago 
prompting the establishment of the Bearpit Stakeholder Group which is a 
multiagency group tasked with reducing the impact of and fear of ASB and Criminal 
Activity [in the BP], to make the area safe and to reclaim the space to ensure that it 
is an area that can be enjoyed by all.
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The focus and efforts of group partners have significantly reduced problem ASB in in 
the BP although blips still happen. Unfortunately the curated art space in the BP has 
been abused and the area now suffers from significant graffiti blight which existing 
removal resources cannot address due to the scale of the problem. 

Following the delivery of a similar graffiti removal project in Montpelier it is 
recommended that a specialist contractor is commissioned to remove graffiti from 
the BP and coat surfaces to make it easy for existing resources to remove graffiti 
from the area in the future. The removal facility should also be used in Bristol City 
Centre where problem graffiti is identified.

KJ advised ESG members that there is a need to develop a plan and long term 
vision regarding street art in Bristol.

Sub Group members agreed to recommend the following:-

 To support investing £20,000.00 of Community Infrastructure Levy funding for 
graffiti removal and protection measures in the Bearpit and the City Centre;

Public Sector Equality Duties

5. An Equalities Impact Relevance Check has been undertaken and determined 
that due to the fact that this decision has no impact on those with protected 
characteristics in the following ways a full equalities impact assessment is not 
required:

 Access to or participation in a service;
 Levels of representation in BCC workforce; or
 Reducing quality of life (i.e. health, education, standard of living)

Further Equalities Impact Relevance Checks will be undertaken during the 
development of each scheme so that the specific impact of that scheme can be 
considered as the detail evolves.

Legal and Financial Implications

6. The devolution of Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy funds means 
the CCCE Neighbourhood Committee comprised of the six councillors for the 
wards of Cabot, Clifton and Clifton East has the delegated legal responsibility 
for making decisions on these funds on behalf of Bristol City Council.

7. The Planning Obligation Officer 

Appendices:
 Appendix 1 – CYN Answers to NP Questions
 Appendix 2 – ESG Notes
 Appendix 3 – ESG Update Progress


